While even young researchers are probably well aware that publishing the same work in two different journals is considered duplicate publication and unethical, [1] quite often, one does not give too much thought to presenting the same work in a conference and publishing it in a journal. This is probably because oral presentations are not considered as sacrosanct as the written word.
A closer look at the ICMJE guidelines tells us that journals are not prevented from publishing work which is already presented at a conference. [1] In general, however, the conference precedes the publication and what is presented is a preliminary version and the presenter could modify the work with input received, elaborate it, and then send it to a journal for publication with suitable refinements. Most conferences in our specialty do not publish the entire work but some do publish the abstract. This has to be disclosed at the time of submission in a journal with a reference to the published abstract in the publication. The title of the paper should be different from the title of the abstract previously published, and the article submitted to the journal should have at least 30% new content. [2] It is not quite as simple for the conference presentation to occur after the journal submission, and this could be considered duplicate submission depending on the specific guidelines the journal and conference have and these guidelines should be considered carefully to avoid simultaneous submissions. [2] It is arguable that once published, the work is already accessible to the target audience and does not offer anything new in a conference. This discretion has to be exercised by organizers of conferences/societies who set guidelines for paper selection to ensure that the scientific content presented is current and fresh. Presenters could, however, use previously published work as background material for their main presentation and in key note addresses.
If the paper has already been accepted by the journal and is in the process of publication, with copyright transferred to the journal, permission should be sought before submitting the findings at a conference. The journal might permit the researcher to present the study partially and not in its entirety. The submission to the conference should disclose that the work has been accepted for publication by the concerned journal and is to be published by the said date. The paper or poster should also contain a footnote with this information. [3] Recently, a friend and colleague raised this question in a social forum. "Can a manuscript be sent to a journal for publication if the same paper is to be presented in a conference/convention?" My immediate thought was that it was acceptable, but I subsequently learned that it really depends on which event precedes which. This editorial is an attempt to answer that question more thoroughly and I learned a few facts in the process.
"Its what we think we know that keeps us from learning"-Claude Bernard
